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DEDICATION

Class 604 dedicates this book to:

Our families for their unconditional love and support and our South Bronx
community who has given us so much. It was a privilege to imagine ways to
give back to the community we call home. Thank you to our ELA teacher,
Ms. Henderson, for pushing us to work hard and become better readers
and writers, the Behind the Book organization, especially our teacher, Ms.
Berry for teaching us about refugee camps and about how valuable nonprofit
organizations are to our society. We always looked forward to our time
together! To Omar Mohamed, for sharing your story with us, and for giving us
the confidence to believe that we can make a difference in the world we live
in and to Victoria Jamieson for helping us to understand how illustrations can
tell a story and for spending time with us to share some drawing techniques
that we were able to add to our book.




ABOUT THE PROGRAM

How can people create organizations to
address important issues?

The sixth-grade students in Ms. Henderson'’s
class examined nonprofit organizations
addressing critical issues beginning with the
situation faced by refugees. They read When
Stars are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson and
Omar Mohamed to learn about the hardships
faced by young people who are forced to
leave their homes. The powerful graphic
novel tells Omar’s life story as a Somali boy
growing up in a refugee camp in Kenya.

Victoria visited the class virtually, vividly
describing the background and inspiration for
the book. The class saw a video of the adult
Omar discussing his early life and his current
work as both a founder of Refugee Strong, a
nonprofit providing educational resources to
refugee children in Kenya and, working locally
to help resettle refugees in the U.S.

Through several writing and research
workshops, the class investigated issues
confronting different refugee groups.




To learn more about nonprofits developed

to improve conditions in their communities,
the class talked to Marissa Gutierrez-Vicario,
founder and executive director of Art and
Resistance Through Education (ARTE).
Students collaborated with her to create
names and mission statements for their dream
nonprofits. They considered what problems
exist in their communities and how they could
create organizations to improve their lives.
Homelessness and safe afterschool programs
were some of the ideas students considered
for their nonprofits.

The class continued their exploration of
community-based nonprofits by creating
infographics detailing the mission statements
of their intended organizations.

The stories of people like Omar and Marissa
greatly inspired the class. In many ways, this
program helped them consider specific ways
to work toward improving life for people

in their own neighborhoods and around

the world.
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Zahmir’s Food Organization
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Underwater Cleaners

Hetey o Undetwotel  CLeahofs e
HoPe to ClLean  Jite oceam ahd

beo che S olowmy TRe \n/ofLA; eRVAL
HiCed \,otKebls Goi  Preliis  ¢P
Got b De ovllL ove® te beacR) boats GO

1 | C". =
'5’[\@\”\ N Pickl nJ ‘l (SR, j[ feend Seol  oh o LS
feom Plectil o d  Serting +Hlewt  Free

}-\tf--N\JSG JT\%cdt v Q\ { h!:jf;lk- 6 1o




11



The Help Center
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Jayden’s Homeless Shelter
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Zaria’s Health & Care
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The Tree Center
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Oceans Savers
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Empower
Homeless Through
Community Service
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Food is Your Destiny

Destiny
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Arielle’s Helping Hands
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Malik’s Rehab
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The Parker Organization
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No Hungry Children
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Treatment of Advanced
Physical and Psychological
Issues T.A.P.P.Il.
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Gerardo Health Care
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Waves of the Sea
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Help the Homeless
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ABOUT THE

VISITING AUTHOR

Victoria Jamieson is @ New York Times bestselling
author and illustrator of books for children. Her graphic
novel Roller Girl was awarded a 2016 Newbery Honor.
Her newest graphic novel, When Stars Are Scattered,
co-written with Omar Mohamed, was a National Book
Award finalist. She lives with her family in Pennsylvania.




ABOUT THE

STUDENT AUTHORS

Class 604 at the South Bronx Academy for Applied Media, consists
of 19 motivated, enthusiastic, dedicated, intelligent achievers! This
year has been very exciting for Class 604. Not only is it their first
year in middle school, with new teachers and new classmates, but
for many of them, this is their first year back to in-person learning.
The opportunity to engage in learning with their peers in a classroom
setting has been very fulfilling and fun! With this positive spirit,

Class 604 has embraced middle school and welcomed each new
experience that has come their way.

At the beginning of the school year, they engaged in SBAAM's Speak
up For Justice Unit, which allowed them the opportunity to not only
learn about injustices in our society, but also explore different outlets
to have their voices heard as agents of change. Through their Behind
the Book experience, they got the chance to expand their critical

and intellectual skills through literature. When Stars are Scattered

was an instant class favorite and many couldn’t put the book down!
The author, Omar Mohamed, through his story about the trials and
tribulations of day- to- day life as a Somalian refugee, gave them the
inspiration to imagine their own nonprofit organizations and take time
to think about what they would do, if given the chance, to help others
for the betterment of our society. These spirited scholars and youth
activists are sure to make our world a better place!



ABOUT BEHIND

THE BOOK

Behind the Book brings authors and their books into
classrooms to build literacy skills and foster 8 community of
lifelong readers and writers. Working with classes from Pre-K
through 12th grade, our series of workshops is designed

to bring books to life and inspire students to reach their

full potential. Behind the Book is embedded in the class
curriculum, nurtures critical thinking, creativity, and self-
confidence in New York City public school students. All
programs meet the Next Generation Learning Standards.



NEXT GENERATION
LEARNING STANDARDS
ADDRESSED

6R2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is
developed by key supporting details over the course of a text;
summarize a text.

6W3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective techniques, descriptive
details and sequencing.
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Behind the Book






BtB empowers the next generation of readers
and writers by nurturing critical thinking,
creativity, and self-confidence in our students.
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www.behindthebook.org
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