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Have you ever considered that the perfect family pet could
be...a snake?! Through this comprehensive project, students in
Class 3/4-203 have been convinced that these scaly, sometimes
scary, reptiles are really very lovable.

The wonders of snakes were featured first in classroom visits from
Roxie Munro, the author and illustrator of Slithery Snakes. Roxie
shared how she conducted research on snakes to write a book that
piques the curiosity of readers through life-like illustrations and
fascinating facts.

To observe live snakes in a fairly natural habitat, the class took a
trip to the reptile exhibit at the Bronx Zoo. Taking careful research
notes, the students observed what reptiles need to live and even
got to see some of them eating! For an extra-special treat, back in
their classroom, students were visited by several reptiles and their
professional handler from The Nature Company. The class learned
many new facts about reptiles and were able to observe them up
close and then touch a live snake, lizard, and turtle. Behind the
Book research coaches came in next to help the students explore
more about the reptile of their choice so that they had plenty of
information to persuade others about the excellence of their animal.

To wrap up the project and combine all that the class had learned
about reptiles, Behind the Book teaching artist Candice Humphries
helped students create individual pet posters filled with fun facts
and captivating illustrations. Class 3/4-203 is certain that after
reading all about these amazing reptiles, you will want to adopt all
of them as pets!



Woit! Ace You looking for o P“Bc

you. afe 10 tae (.,jn- ?W_(,_ T,‘(.J[J

Turkes ofe.  Sugel duger ke gechin ‘“.

L e other ED("‘? %uﬁlr hate o Shell Mode

out of cal *.\L\f” C,(\(\‘r\;g 3 "Itc‘__] 0 ,\u\lr(.m\
s 'j(“u'\' ot AN Fhese  YurteS qfe
nte =;"._-":1!{\‘-.".‘.:}“{ze_(_-:l'-\_.-\_r-‘_ Unhike  Obnef er} \eS
Frey noVe” o Shell Prak ofe voth noed ond sot.

A {‘-o‘i'r»:_f‘ Ceoton (S TuMle S uSe baei0 fligopcs
%O \ m 3( Y ~I{ - “.f. \ip ._'. ""_. (3 'Il"lr\l(_ Leﬂ}h ..\_
b{}[}‘\ USRS 115 "f‘O\“‘l H“{\ 0S t\x\‘ f\ﬂd _\t AR

Ao Pt f_\fk’ ) m (ﬁo \ 10 ,‘1_LL.
TucHeS af'C Mice. m’\d dank ok qkﬂ of
NS . Leather B Yo S Con  qgod ug Y0
T feek lOﬂﬂ Cm(& 2000 POuUS Hnd fYﬁ«g, AL:.-
PoCe. Bk MOcY HaMe ofc Smoll 0 oy
H\f\r J0ud. TuQ S ek Seeq knif_!'(&'.:
YOUL Con ‘ft Yhese j;O(_Y\ T0€ LNU aﬂ[f‘d 'L'\f[(\ cnd 0S¢ ()RLJ'U\{J_.
Lt NeedS 1(,((} WateC,and 14 f\cedc BCcath.
They a0 0 Cfu & Uq‘lJ Tm£ 'l,". f"“% Y0 e
off land ond_on ur e TY \?'T)wrn: Yo Feel liKe

= . ;)r ;'- .lﬂ ".;l-:'_ \I\t‘l_\_)ll}&%'k ,}U(}.& WS
y In_o_tonk \m with Jond. Yooo Yuchie Srould

Yol 1M 15 3S 10 1 oWn hameYou coyld
WokCh 1} /wﬂ 0 Ldm. Hr eisloo by, :r“"'
have 30 kX W ao 10 Yhe OCEOTL ‘{fJL\ Cofl ok
MCeacch 1} Qr £ leagn Uw{r i+ ﬂ{_a

keeo Yotk of whal 1Y doeS elecydau.

k ’ru(lr(, uﬁ,“i Moke, o 'gwn;v{l' UK
1S Sugec cooll TH IS nok hoed Yo YTabe cote
of becage Yoo Tood 1S Qr* ag. Theuy alco
hoYC Colokt f‘. J‘i\ And ke H \Iﬁu Should
Dﬁ (}\\UQ‘H



SNAKE
BY AICHA
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TURTLES
BY ISAIAH
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SNAKES
BY KINSLEY
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LIZARDS
BY LARRY
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LIZARDS
BY NATALIA
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LIZARD
BY RILEE
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SNAKES
BY SYDNEY
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Above: A class trip to the reptile exhibit at the Bronx Zoo



Roxie Munro is the author/illustrator of more than 40 nonfiction books
for children. Her books have been translated into French, Italian, Dutch,
Chinese, and Japanese.

Roxie was born in Texas, and grew up in southern Maryland, by the
Chesapeake Bay. At the age of six, she won first prize in a county-wide
contest for a painting of a bowl of fruit. She has been a working artist all
her life, for a while freelancing in Washington DC as a television courtroom
artist. Clients have included CBS, the Washington Post, and the Associated
Press. Fourteen of her paintings have been published as covers of The New
Yorker magazine.

Roxie studied at the University of Maryland, the Maryland Institute College
of Art (Baltimore), earned a BFA in Painting from the University of Hawaii,
attended graduate school at Ohio University (Athens), and received a
Yaddo Fellowship in Painting. She lectures in museums, schools, libraries,
conferences, and teaches in workshops.

Many oils and watercolors are views from the roof of her sky-lighted loft
studio in Long Island City, New York, just across the East River from her
home in Manhattan where she lives with her husband, Swedish writer/

photographer, Bo Zaunders.
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Class 3/4-203 is made up of

curious, intelligent and kind
students who enjoy learning
about their world and the

amazing creatures that inhabit it.

8 PAITE OF SPERS, weg
R kL e

Behind the Book creates inten-
sive learning and empowering
experiences for New York City
public school students. Working
with classes from Pre-K through
the 12th grade, Behind the Book
brings authors and their books
into individual classrooms to
build literacy skills and create a
community of lifelong readers
and writers. Each of a series of
workshops is designed to bring
inspire and
Behind

the Book programs are part of

books to life to

engage the students.
the class curriculum and meet
the Common
Standards.

Core Learning
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring
explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2
Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how
they support the main idea.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.7

Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and
the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where,
when, why, and how key events occur).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACYW.3.2.A
Introduce a topic and group related information together; include
illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACYW.3.2.B
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.5
With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen
writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.
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WE BRING AUTHORS AND
ILLUSTRATORS INTO
THE CLASSROOM

TO MAKE READING

AND WRITING
AN AWESOME
EXPERIENCE!
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WWW.BEHINDTHEBOOK.ORG




