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We dedicate this book to future readers, especially those inspired
by our hosts at Behind the Book. We hope that you can connect
with what we are sharing with the world by reading our poems.



About the Program

What factors make a successful life and who determines what success looks like?

Can we reclaim agency over our lives by writing our own stories?

The ninth and tenth graders in Ms. Torres and
Mr. Adames' classes closely examined these
complicated guestions during this program
through readings, media analysis, and art
work including their own original writings. The

result was an inspiring multidisciplinary project.

Students read When We Make It by Elisabet
Velasquez, a novel-in-verse navigating

the intersection of family, poverty, mental
illness, sexuality, and racism for a Nuyorican
teenager, Sarai, in gentrifying 1990s
Bushwick, Brooklyn.

During Elisabet's visit, the class was treated
to the author's performance of some of
the book's poems and discussed how the

content related to their lives. She stressed
Sarai's ongoing struggle with agency and
self~worth. Mispronouncing names as a sign
of disrespect resonated with students as
many exclaimed that it happened to them
“all the time.”

In the research component, the class read
and discussed news articles connecting
themes from When We Make It to today.
These included homelessness, crime, racism,
school curriculum, LGBTQIA+ rights, gender
issues, sexual assault, and community
violence. Inspired by Elisabet’'s own blackout
poetry in the book, the program asked
students to use these news articles as the
foundation for their own blackout poems.



Black-out poetry takes an existing piece of
fiction, news story, poem—any written record—
and uses a black marker to cover segments
of the text until a new story emerges. Often
the new story contradicts the original text
and is all the more meaningful for it. The poet
can reclaim the original text's narrative—
meaning they can control the story being
told. Appropriating your opposition's words to
write your own story can be a powerful form
of healing and activism.
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Elisabet's blackout poetry in When We Make [t

With the support of multi-lingual volunteers,
students used markers to black out portions
of the article text to rewrite the author's
narrative from their perspective. Led by BtB's
teaching artist Candice Humphries, students
created symbols on top of the blacked-

out text to visually represent the content of
the poem. They were encouraged to see
how art can provide alternative ways of
expressing ideas.
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In the words of The Nation’s Elie Mystal,*[t|he Constitution is kind of trash... It was written by slavers
and colonists, and white people who were willing to make deals with slavers and colonists.
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A woman in the U.K. wrote in a blog post on Medium that she experienced a real horror play out in the
virtual game Horizon Worlds developed by Meta, formerly known as Facebook.

"Within 60 seconds off
harassed — 3-4 male avatarg

watching her avatar get sj
comments like "don’t prgte

1y, but virtually gang raped my avatar.” She details

\ning," she wrote in the post from December, "I was verbally and sexually
le voices, csyf
pf male avatars, who took photos and sent her

for Kabuni Ventures, an immersive technology

18 Yars and older in the United States and Canada on
\sands of virtual worlds by creators and is free to

facilitating e-commerce and advertising,

a ventures Facebook and Instagram. Meta did

£ id embodied internet where you’re in the
jid Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg last month

1 eceiving comments calling it "a
pathetic cry‘for -,v ok Rthers have raised questions

about whether g

7 In resfforff : : , . N
¥ Research thafl infreftigate: o AR iinging _ ] their socl§ behavior on the
: i ‘ : g.attractive avatars

tended to pegfork jBut the link
between viol§nt ‘ X Stigpedhe American
Psychplogical As®acti i ' ; . BEMCT of a causal relationship

as offMarch 2920.

pr the years, Some longitudinal studies show a
d T : ssion in children and other research disputing it.Patel
pdnts of that the§metaviee\g bedining i in@ylimniersive, and the bodily harm she experienced in her
/avaar s led andyoffendy hir. 2L |

I Kk Jo R  Joney presideR N - anfRivestigation agency specializing in cyber and
) 7 soci¥ mediaNgys ifs unlikel -:‘ e f 24 case Jgr sexual harassment but acknowledges that
/ harasgment in ti¥efetaverse is 2 : cd HE saygifie case would depend on several factors, such as
the spkcific comngfnts people mie egfhgf avatgFreveals any identifiable information, such as her
name.JGiven thgfshe doesn't havefa syife, Jopffs says, it's unlikely she could sue for defamation, but
she copld filegfcivil restraining ord eyt frgffi happening again.

 Byfeven that has challenges, ynci's, bfause the male avatars could be anonymous and may be hard
Jown. And it could be diffigyl#o get hg§p on a case like this. "With the large majority of harassment
offpens online, even if it ninally actighable, you would be hard-pressed, I would say almost
-; ible, to find a I3 orcement agency { 'ﬁmately willing to help," Jones says.
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In recent months, subway riders have been pushed in front of trains, hit with a hammer and struck with
feces. {ransit crime is up 80%)compared to the same time last year. Homelessness and lawlessness have created
an emergency. In response, announced 4.; Plan to reduce crime and remove the

(homelesy from the nation’s largest underground transportation system. During the first week of enforcement,
only 22 homeless individuals were removed. A month after rollout, homeless encampments still exist. While the
mayor’s plan is a welcome change, he and his admlmstratlon must act with goasegreency. Without safe
subways, we cannot return to pre-parjfaiicall o - and revenue from fares are
down significantly compared to pre- us money will have expired
and the MTA’s deficit is projected to | increased 80% compared to
the same period in 2021. The subway system w1ll not survive 1f these tre ue.

Efforts to get homeless off the subway are slow, methodigg
social service workers. Nevertheless, critics call the new polic;
What'’s actually sickening is allowing people who cannot care
streets and subways. The mayor should quickly remove all thd
They should, of course, be allowed to use the trains like anyo
allowed to turn tunnels, trains and platforms into their living r¥

ed out by joint teams of police and
" and a “magical way of thinking.”
selves to wander aimlessly through the
eless from the subways and keep them off.
to get around the city, but they shouldn’t be

Police are supposed to strictly enforce@®AI A rules, which i
subway line, and removing riders who exhibit aggressive behavior and'8 sanitary environments. If
advocacy groups believe in keeping the ment.;llv ill on subway, P the city. Better to have a
fight in court than violence in our sujgas PPPease his critics, but I join the
vast majority of New Yorkers in sup ‘

qving passengers at the end of the

To stem the tide of the mentally ill living underground and on our streets, thesmayor correctly suggests a
a’s Law. Participants in
AOT programs have fewer incidents of homelessness, arrests and institutionaliz® pitalizations. The place to
start expanding AOT usage is on Rikers Island. The Community Re-entry Assisg etwork (CRAN)

Iness and are reentering
the five boroughs upon release from the jail. CRAN should screen every individ
AOT programs.(NYC Health and Hogpiila whlch supports thls orgamzatxon sh

see if they qualify for
ake this assessment

mandatory as part of continued fundij

possible.

dra’s Law whenever
Gov. Hochul should apply forInstitutions forWental DiseasesXIMD)

urged. These would allow New York to useQMeédicaid funds to cover inpatient se
which could vastly expand the number of New Yorkers who receive health care §
Executive Budget, then-Gov. Cuomo tried to expand the criteria for the involuntz
mentally ill individuals. Unfortunately, the provision was not passed by the Leg? e. Hochul and like-
minded elected officials must continue this fight. I recently met with Departmen® ial Services
Commissioner Gary Jenkins at the failing warehouse-style shelter in my district. This $2 billion industry clearly
needs an overhaul. Even after a sheltegngovider commits wrongdoing, often that provider continues to receive
city contracts. The city’s reasoning i o few service providers that to cut off wrongdoers would
decimate the industry. No market opeta S are competitive, regulations are enforced and
the city pays on time, new providers will enter the ni2
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certification process to ensure they meet high standards for s
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Brooks drove
others.

Both perpetrat , which is a bit unusual given that mass shootings have historically been
perpetrated by whifg.uad e significantly, both Brooks and James had expreswws onsociaD
media ad\«ocatm ﬂm \vards whltes in the lead-up to their attacks strong,ly suggesting race relatlons were

indeed thei# BiTrefor Qumlez Brown, Im nctivist who was charged with the
attempted assaSsmation offCoyislle mayoral candidate Craig Greenberg in February, and Micah Johnson, who
killed five Dallas police g in 2016. Meanwhile, public perceptions about the state of race relations in the
country have plummeted

-~

These anecggh ..\} icularly during increasing dissemination of critical race theory (CRT), suggest
CRT has been a ¢ f‘* ¢t t§ racial progress rather than a force for good. The harmful impacts of CRT on race
relations are ylipriging \hen considering several of its basic tenets.

]

T \C g\ } hesMmerica Is Racist
(The New York Times Magazine’s “1 Glg)PmJect ” the brainchild of Nikole Hannah-Jones, expresses a

hlstﬂna‘\?lew in which America’s trué founding was in 1619, the year African slaves were first brought to the

(United States. American thus viewed and analyzed through a lens or example,

Hannah-Jones controversially asserts that the Revolutionary War was primarily fought topréserveslavery,
argues that the U.S. Constitution was meticulously crafted to establish a “slavocracy,” and criticizes Abraham
Lincoln’s approach to the issue of slavery and race. Similarly, a report last June from our very own National
Archives argued thf Americajs founding documents are steeped in

'a—ba.sed attorney an io host Michael Coard rhaps best sunts up thc RT Vi

m,‘am,ﬁ@. astrationsylynchings and enslavements’ The

contlusion, then is that the history of slaveryersists) impacting all aspects o American life¥o T "H's very day,

RT Teaches American Government Is Racist

The Constitution remains the law of the land, and if you believe that theConstitution is racish then it
folfoyys that the (American systenibof government, which is based on the Constitution, is also racist. This is a
cofe argument of CRT: American institutions, including the Electoral College, the Senate, and the Se

endment have all recently been attacked heir abolition.

WC Nation’s Elie Mys¢4l,“[t]he Constitution i tnd of trash... It was written by slavers
and colonists, and white people who illingte Wwith slavers and colonists.

19




20

P M

(Th usual suspects say darkly thafMayor Eric Adams is Rudy Giuliani{ipAisgui it is to laugh.
Really, New York Cit)should be so.luck ¢ Cily §Progressive, Tm edia claque clainpthe
TOOKIC Thay o s iihe public-safetRpolicics amalit 1o v ﬂ@w cra jackbootery forces
past failures tf-‘ﬁmw@ Oh?7 Which! a3 — and, reafly, what anger? It seemqthat eight years 0

( ehibin Blasia dvsionia isn’t enough tor some people eed a steady dieof preventable PubMC Qreoraer 1o oo
ChappyT— and they mear@ do everything 'the i

This explains th@] ifyi
villages around the five boroughs — ﬁlthy, rats

plastic sheeting. Truly, people of conscience wo
when Giuliani became n3
about what happened " '
very expensive social-Svices i ok ins J@fbe seen whether Adams can

replicate that success — Ng i iling i i But there doesn’t seem to be much
doubt about one thing: He
determined to do something &

Cue the blowback. “May3
vulnerable,” proclaimed the Cityfl

Adagieimmaggino ¥{ 250 or so vagrant
: &lii@"i ardboard and stolen

es—Lhey were endemic _

hereafter. There’s no mystery

York.” Yet the only fury placed in
evidence in the accompanyjfig ives and their allies, so the opposition to

the mayor’s street cleanug

o

safety policies go,
America’s safest

ew York truly did become
during the benighted de Blasio

Today’s challenges aren’t quite so daunting — not yet, an reyd lifles are frightening and
the institutional impediments to recovery are substantial. There is fhe m@teffof ent and
staymg power. Yes, he ran on a pro- public-safety platform ancl h ut some of his

aybe not so
ntil then, let’s

There is, for example, the City Council. Back in the'y j prised agfouple of inspired
leaders and a gaggle of amiable hacks — that is, it rarely goT¥%g il is riddled with
progressive termite tunnels; it seems truly dedicated to making Watters worse — case iff point being its idiotic
objections to Adams” vagrant crackdown. Ditto the Albany estabjshment, well knowrfffor fueling New York’s
current street-crime crisis with ill-considered penal-code “reform®” Whether the modgst rollbacks of those
changes reported to be part of a pending state budget settlement will be sufficient is uffclear — but probably not.
Adams really shouldn’t hold his breath waiting to find out.

Now it becomes a matter of how willing New Yorkers are to share their public spaces with addicts and
crazy people — and their streets with violent criminals. They’ll have some say in the matter in the June 28
primary and again in November; until then, probably the best they can do is offer comfort and support to their
new mayor. He’s not Rudy Giuliani, but he’s headed in the right direction, and it’s hard to ask for more than
that.
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CRT Teaches America Is Racist
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To stem the tide of the mentally ill living underground and on our streets, the mayor correctly suggests a
greater use of Assisted Outpatient Treatment (AOT) programs, better known as Kendra’s Law. Participants in
AOT programs have fewer incidents of homelessness, arrests and institutionalized hospitalizations. The place to
start expanding AOT usage is on Rikers Island. The Community Re-entry Assistance Network (CRAN)
provides case services for formerly incarcerated individuals who have severe mental illness and are reentering
the five boroughs upon release from the jail. CRAN shoutd screen every individual to see if they qualify for
ADT programs. NYC Health and Hospitals, which supports organization, should make this assessment

andatory as part of continued funding. DHS and HRA aISO/heed to make use of Kendra’s Law whenever
ssible.

!

/ > '
/ Gov. Hochul should apply for Institutions for Mental Diseases (IMD) Medicaid waivers, as Adams has
’Q’Ecd These would allow New York to uge Medicaid funds to cover inpatient services in psychiatric facilities,

ich could vastly expand the number of New Yorkers who receive health care for mental illness. In the 2021
Executive Budget, then-Gov. Cuomo tried to expand the criteria for the involuntary commitment of severely
mentally ill individuals. Unfortunately, the provision was not passed by the Legislature. Hochul and like-
minded elected officials must continue this fight. I recently met with Department of Social Services
Commissioner Gary Jenkins at the failing warehouse-style shelter in my district. This $2 billion industry clearly
needs an overhaul. Even after a shelter provider commits wrongdoing, often that provider continues to receive
city contracts. The city’s reasoning is that there are so few service providers that to cut off wrongdoers would
decimate the industry. No market operates this way. If contracts are competitive, regulations are enforced and
the city pays on time, new providers w1ll enter the market.
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impossible, to find a law enforcement agency legitimately willing to help," Jones says.



The topic has been widely debated and studied over the years, Some longitudinal studies show a
correlation between violent video games and signs of aggression in children and other research disputing it.Patel
points out that the metaverse is becoming increasingly immersive, and the bodily harm she experienced in her
avatar shocked and offended her.

Joseph Jones, president of Bosco Legal Services, an investigation agency specializing in cyber and
social media, says it's unlikely Patel has a strong legal case for sexual harassment but acknowledges that
harassment in the metaverse is an emerging space. He says the case would depend on several factors, such as
the specific comments people made and whether her avatar reveals any identifiable information, such as her
name. Given that she doesn't have a huge following, Jones says, it's unlikely she could sue for defamation, but
she could file a civil restraining order to prevent it from happening again.

But even that has challenges, Jones says, because the male avatars could be anonymous and may be hard
to track down. And it could be difficult to get help on a case like this. "With the large majority of harassment
that happens online, even if it is criminally actionable, you would be hard-pressed, I would say almost
impossible, to find a law enforcement agency legitimately willing to help," Jones says.
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Philadelphia-based attorney and radio host Michael Coard perhaps best sums up the CRT view of
American history, as he decried the Fourth of July as “a celebration of kidnapping, transporting/buying/selling
human beings, separating families, torture, whippings, rapes, castrations, lynchings and enslavement.” The
conclusion, then, is that the history of slavery persists, impacting all aspects of American life to this very day.

CRT Teaches American Government Is Racist

The Constitution remains the law of the land, and if you believe that the Constitution is racist, then it
follows that the American system of government, which is based on the Constitution, is also racist. This is a
core argument of CRT: American institutions, including the Electoral College, the Senate, and the Second
Amendment have all recently been attacked as systemically racist to justify their abolition.

In the words of The Nation’s Elie Mystal,“[t]he Constitution is kind of trash... It was written by slavers
and colonists, and white people who were willing to make deals with slavers and colonists.
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points out that the metaverse 1s becoming mcrcasmgI}, immersive, and the bodily harm she exﬁenenced in her
avatar shocked and offended her.

Joseph Jones, president of Bosco Legal Services, an investigation agency specializing in cyber and
social media, says it's unlikely Patel has a strong legal case for sexual harassment but acknowledges that
harassment in the metaverse is an emerging space. He says the case would depend on several factors, such as
the specific comments people made and whether her avatar reveals any identifiable information, such as her
name. Given that she doesn't have a huge following, Jones says, it's unlikely she could sue for defamation, but
she could file a civil restraining order to prevent it from happening again.

But even that has challenges, Jones says, because the male avatars could be anonymous and may be hard
to track down. And it could be difficult to get help on a case like this. "With the large majority of harassment
that happens online, even if it is criminally actionable, you would be hard-pressed, I would say almost
impossible, to find a law enforcement agency legitimately willing to help," Jones says.
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These anecdotes, particularly during increasing dissemination of critical race theory (CRT), suggest
CRT has been a detriment to racial progress rather than a force for good. The harmful impacts of CRT on race
relations are unsurprising when considering several of its basic tenets.

The New York Times Magazine’s “1619 Project,” the brainchild of Nikole Hannah-Jones, expresses a
historical view in which America’s true founding was in 1619, the year African slaves were first brought to the
United States. American history is thus viewed and analyzed through a lens of anti-black racism. For example,
Hannah-Jones controversially asserts that the Revolutionary War was primarily fought to preserve slavery,
argues that the U.S. Constitution was meticulously crafted to establish a “slavocracy,” and criticizes Abraham
Lincoln’s approach to the issue of slavery and race. Similarly, a report last June from our very own National
Archives argued that America’s founding documents are steeped in “systemic racism.”

Philadelphia-based attorney and radio host Michael Coard perhaps best sums up the CRT view of
American history, as he decried the Fourth of July as “a celebration of kidnapping, transporting/buying/selling
human beings, separating families, torture, whippings, rapes, castrations, lynchings and enslavement.” The
conclusion, then, is that the history of slavery persists, impacting all aspects of American life to this very day.

CRT Teaches American Government Is Racist

The Constitution remains the law of the land, and if you believe that the Constitution is racist, then it
follows that the American system of government, which is based on the Constitution, is also racist. This is a
core argument of CRT: American institutions, including the Electoral College, the Senate, and the Second
Amendment have all recently been attacked as systemically racist to justify their abolition.

In the words of The Nation’s Elie Mystal,“[t]he Constitution is kind of trash... It was written by slavers
and colonists, and white people who were willing to make deals with slavers and colonists.
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It wasn’t that long ago when my three adultChildsed were little kids. Throughout their childhood, 1
about what was being taught in their schools. I never had to worry that a student of the
opposite sex was going to play on my children’s sports teams or use lhelr school bathrooms, Most i
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onsent. Neither was included in the curriculum when my kids were in school.

I applaud Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis for addressing the concerns many parents have about the changing
school curriculum. DeSantis signed the Parental Rights in Education bill at a March 28 ceremony. Dubbed by
critics as the “Don’t Say Gay” bill, the new law prohibits classroom instruction on gender identity and sexual
orientation in kindergarten through third grade. After third grade, sex education in Florida must be age
appropriate. The law empowers parents to sue school districts over violations. DeSantis said the law was needed
because of incidents of LGBTQ indoctrination of young children in Florida schools. As an example, he
displayed LGBTQ educational materials including a “Genderbread Person” chart that was found in Florida
classrooms and used to teach young children about gender identity and sexual orientation.

After DeSantis spoke, Florida mom January Littlejohn talked about how, without her knowledge or
consent, a Florida middle school created a transgender, gender nonconforming support plan for her 13-year-old
daughter. “Social transition is @ medical and mental health intervention that can lead to significant decisions that
will impact the child’s mental gﬂd—physwe}we}}-bmng,“ salﬂlttlejohn, who is a licensed mental health
counselor in Florida. “Often social transition is the first step toward me dlcal transition. And schools are grossly

unqualified to be taking these steps Without parental involvement.” Vto the Parental Rights in

the cumculum and library books in their children’s schools. Last year, DeSantis signed the Parents Bill of

Rights, which prohibits the government from infringing on the rights of parents to direct the upbringing,
education and health care of .‘

Pennsylvania lacks the parental rights and curriculum transparency laws that now exist in Florida. Last
December, Gov. Wolf vetoed transparency in education legislation, which would have required Pennsylvania
schools to make available online information such as course summaries and textbooks being used. Undeterred
by Wolf's veto, state Sen. Ryan Aument, is crafting a new education bill. According to Aument’s legislative
director, Stephanie Buchanan, the bill would require schools to notify parents before using any sexually explicit
materials in the curriculum or before allowing students to check out library books with such material.

The state Department of Education website has information on equity and inclusion that school districts
are encouraged to include in their curriculum. While the website states that critical race theory is not taught in
Pennsylvania schools, the information on the website uses many of the concepts from this controversial social
justice movement. On the website, under equity and inclusion, the Department of Education provides
information on LGBTQ inclusive curricula starting in kindergarten. 1 agree with Gov. DeSantis that it’s not a
good idea to teach this kind of material to young children.

According to recent polls, voters across party lines disapprove of teaching critical race theory and
gender ideology to young children in public schools. For instance, a recent online poll of swing district voters
sponsored by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee found that 61% of these voters agreed with
the statement, “Democrats are teaching kids as young as five critical race theory, which teaches that America is
a racist country and that white people are racist.” The Wall Street Journal recently published the results of a new
poll by Public Opinion Strategies. According to the poll, 61% of respondents agreed with the Florida Parental
Rights in Education law. When poll participants were categorized by political party and demographics, 67% of
parents, 60% of suburban voters and 55% of Democratic voters supported the parental rights law.

It's hard to imagine being the parent of young children today and having to deal with the gradual,
unrelenting push from the left to implement critical race theory and gender ideology in public schools.
Hopefully, Pennsylvania parents will teach woke politicians a lesson at the ballot box come November.





