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DEDICATION

Class 501: This book is dedicated to Mrs. Perez, Amere Soul, Veronica N. Chapman,
and former President Barack Obama for being great inspirational people of color for
us to look up to. They inspire us to be our best, love learning, and inspire the world!
They also inspire us to never give up and be proud of who we arel

Class 507: As a class we want to dedicate our book to PS6's wonderful leader Ms.
Perez. She is a motivational leader who looks for the best in our whole school
family. We want to thank her for her commitment to the PS6 family and for giving
us the opportunity to participate in the Behind the Book Program.

Class 407: Our class would like to dedicate our book to Mrs. Perez, our school
principal. We would also like to dedicate our book to PS 6X The West Farms School
where the teachers and staff help us every day.



ABOUT THE PROGRAMI

What does it mean to be PROUD of yourself and to “DREAM BIG"?

In this program, the 4th and 5th graders in the classes of Ms. Jarvis, Redd, Diaz, and
Luboja explored what makes them feel proud and how they can build on that feeling in
their lives.

Using the book King Khalid is Proud by Vanessa Chapman, the students investigated
both the significance of pride in their lives and the moments when they feel proud of
themselves. When asked what they thought the word meant, some responded “being
happy,” or “feeling good about what they have done.” After reading the book, the students
understood that King Khalid, the book’s title character, achieved something significant in
his life and is definitely proud. During the author’s visits, Vanessa led them in exercises
to demonstrate that everyone has different sources of pride. In a writing workshop,
students responded to the question, “When you feel proud, how are you feeling?” Some
said that they “felt accomplished,” while others said it meant “wanting to celebrate
themselves more” Students then wrote about how they planned to keep pride at the
center of their lives.




Inspired by King Khalid's passion for coding, special speaker Stephanie Haughton of
STEM Kids NYC discussed ways for the students to use technology and coding skills to
create their own apps. They saw how they could use their imaginations to accomplish
different goals. Students all felt that working as a group gave them the tools that helped
solve difficult issues. Led by two teaching artists from Young Audiences of New York,
Nadia Burgess and Imani Whyte-Anigboro, one class explored words to illustrate believing
in themselves and their dreams for the future, which included words like “Successful,
Happy, Enthusiastic, Rich.” Another class formed images that demonstrated the activities
that gave them a sense of pride. Through their reading, discussions, workshops, and
artwork, this program helped the 4th and 5th graders gain the self-esteerm needed to
acknowledge their unique gifts and the potential to achieve their goals.

We hope our writing and artwork will demonstrate the pride we feel in our achievernents.
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ABOUT THE
VISITING AUTHOR

Veronica N. Chapman is an entrepreneur and author, having written and produced a
motivational play for teens, Ancestors Inc, and published two children’s books, / Know
| Canland King Khalid is Proud Veronica writes with the express purpose of making
children believe in themselves.

A graduate of Spelman College (BA. in Spanish) and Babson College (MBA), Veronica
commits her gifts and ideas to improving the world. To fulfill her commitment, she
founded Boxxout Enterprises where she designs creative solutions for social change like
Black Children's Book Week!



ABOUT THE
STUDENT AUTHORS

Class 501 is a team of 32 students with great personalities and lots of curiosity. We are
a mixture of cultures that creates one beautiful, unique classroom community. Each

of us is passionate about our dreams of becoming someone that will inspire future
generations. We live by our school BRIGHT matrix: Believe in ourselves, Respect each
other, We are Intelligent, We are Goal-Oriented, We are Honest, and We are Team
Players! We understand the power of being proud of each other, but most of all, of
ourselves. Therefore, we value the importance of doing something that makes us proud

of ourselves!

Class 507 is a family of 31 students with different skill sets and strengths. Each one of
us uses our strengths to create a community that supports, cares, and loves each other.
We live by our motto “This year when we learn, we grow!” and use this to motivate us in
all our classes and activities. We know that when we work our hardest, we can achieve
anything We look forward to being our best, love learning and inspiring the world as we
move forward to middle school and beyond!

Class 407 is made up of 32 students who believe is it important to be proud of who you
are, and your place of birth. We have students who were born in the Bronx, Honduras,
Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, and various other countries. In our class we celebrate
differences as well as similarities. Some of the interests that we share are our love of
animals, sports, video games, math, drawing, and physical activity. To sum it up, we see
ourselves as a family away fromm home. We promote showing kindness, respect, and
working together in our classroom.



ABOUT
BEHIND THE BOOK

Behind the Book brings authors and their books into classrooms to build literacy skills
and foster a commmunity of lifelong readers and writers. Working with classes from

Pre-K through 12th grade, our series of workshops is designed to bring books to life and
inspire students to reach their full potential. Behind the Book is embedded in the class
curriculum, nurtures critical thinking, creativity, and self-confidence in New York City public
school students. All programs meet the Next Generation Learning Standards. The staff
who has been behind the books this school year include: Executive Director Andrew Frank,
Director of Programs Anmarie Paul, Program Manager & Volunteer Coordinator Alexandra
Berndt, Program Administrator Kelly Choi, Curriculum Developers Keturah Abdullah and
Roya Nabizadeh, Program Facilitators Tatiana Colgin, Amere Cortijo, Shirly Hernandez, and
Elizabeth Valentin, Program Interns Avanti Tulpule, Kaylee Young-Eun Jeong, and Grace
Riginos, Director of Development Amanda Carr, Developrment Manager Roshana Nabi,
Operations Manager Christy Hood, Marketing and Communications Strategist Vivian Cruz-
Rivera, and Student Book Art Director Adriana Moreno.

AN
i
I

~

Behind the Book



NEXT GEN LEARNING
STANDARDS ADDRESSED

4R2: Determine a theme or central idea of text and explain how it is

supported by key details; summarize a text.

4R3: In literary texts, describe a character, setting, or event, drawing on

specific details in the text.

4W4: Create a poem, story, play, artwork, or other response to a text,

author, theme, or personal experience.
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BtB empowers the next generation of readers and
writers by nurturing critical thinking, creativity,
and self-confidence in our students.

www.behindthebook.org






